NORMANDY LANDINGS
D-DAY 6™ JUNE 1944

07.25, SWORD BEACH, NORMANDY

Brigadier Simon Christopher Joseph Fraser,
15th Lord Lovat, was a prominent British
Commando during the Second World War.

On D-Day, he led the Special Service
Brigade at Sword Beach accompanied by his

Piper Bill Millin.
Lord Lovat Piper Bill Millin
At the start of their journey to Normandy, Lord Lovat GOLD, JUNO, AND SWORD BEACHES e
told Piper Bill Millin to pipe them out of The Solent. '
The main tune he played was ‘The Road to the Isles’. | i a— T
He was standing in the bowsprit, and the music was AR | o
on a loudhailer. In the Solent just off the Isle of Wight Foe- ™

were thousands of transports with troops aboard and
when they heard the Pipes they threw their hats in sommerien <3 " @RS
the air and cheered. | e

Queen Red Beach, Sword Area. Lord Lovat, on the right of the column, IMIOCL AN

wades through the water. The figure in the foreground is Piper Bill Millin. Planned Allied assault
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At the break of dawn, around 07:25, the great
Invasion began. Among the early waves, Lord
Lovat’s craft crashed upon the shore,
accompanied by the haunting melody of Bill
Millin’s bagpipes. The piper led the brigade
ashore In Queen Red Sector. Despite being
unarmed, he marched up and down the shore at
Sword Beach in his kilt piping ‘Highland Laddie’.

The actions of Piper Bill Millin are
- depicted in the film The Longest Day.

- As they moved inland Bill Millin piped them
forward as they secured Pegasus Bridge. His
bagpipes, which were silenced four days later by
a piece of shrapnel, were handed over to the
National War Museum of Scotland in 2001, along
with his kilt, commando beret and knife.
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"ON D DAY, JUNE 6TH 1944, ON THIS SECTOR OF "SWORD BEACH", AS
THE SCOTS HAVE DONE FOR GENERATIONS, THE BRIGADIER LORD
LOVAT, CHIEF OF THE 1ST SPECIAL SERVICE BRIGADE, ALSO A
HIGHLANDS CHIEF, ORDERED HIS PERSONAL PIPER, BILL MILLIN, 7O
PIPE HIS COMMANDOS ASHORE.

ABOVE THE ROAR OF BATTLE CAME THE SKIRL OF LIBERATION

WITH A PIPER LEADING THE WAY.

THEY BOTH ENTERED THE LEGEND."

"LE JOUR J, AU MATIN DU 6 JUIN 1944, SUR CE SECTEUR DE "SWORD
BEACH", COMME LE FAISAIENT LES ECOSSAIS DEPUIS DES GENERATIONS,
LE GENERAL DE BRIGADE LORD LOVAT, CHEF DE LA 1ST SPECIA!

SERVICE BRIGADE, MAIS AUSSI CHEF DE CLAN DES HIGHLANDS,
ORDONNA A SON "PIPER" PERSONNEL, BILL MILLIN, DE SONNER DE SA
CORNEMUSE, TANDIS QUE SES COMMANDOS DEBARQUAIENT.

PAR- DESSUS LE TUMULTE DE LA BATAILLE, LE SON DE LA

CORNEMUSE ANNONCA LA LIBERATION, LE "PIPER" OUVRANT LA VOIE.
CE JOUR- LA, ILS ENTRERENT TOUS DEUX DANS LA LEGENDE."
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The statue of Piper Bill Mullin with Sword Beach in the background
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