FULL/A290113

You are hereby summoned to attend the meeting of
Haverhill Town Council to be held in The Studio, Haverhill
Arts Centre, High Street, Haverhill CB9 8AR on Tuesday
26th February 2013 commencing at 7.00pm for the
purpose of transacting the following business:
CONSTITUTION:

Town Mayor:
Town Councillors:

Cllr P Hanlon
L Ager, R André,
M Byrne, L Carr, T Cook,
P French, E Goody,
B Hawes, M Martin,
B McLatchy, D Russo,
A Samuels, G Stroud,
J Stroud and C Turner

AGENDA
1.

Apologies for absence
Please give any apologies to the office by 5.00pm of the day of the
meeting.

2.

Declaration of interests
For members to declare any interests they may have on items on the
agenda.

3.

To confirm the minutes of the meeting held 29th January 2013

4.

To deal with any urgent matters arising from the minutes not
covered by this agenda

5.

Inspector Peter Ferrie
To report on policing issues in Haverhill.

6.

REACH Community Projects
To receive a presentation from Henry Wilson of REACH Community
Projects, and a request for funding.
PUBLIC FORUM

7.

Adoption of Committee Reports
Planning Committee
To move the adoption of the minutes of the Planning Committee
meeting held on 5th February 2013.
Finance Committee
To move the adoption of the minutes of the Finance Committee
meeting held on 12th February 2013.

8.

To Agree the Town Council Budget and Precept for 2013/2014
(attached)
To agree the Town Council budget and precept for 2013/2014.

9.

Neighbourhood Community Budget
To receive a report on progress towards a Neighbourhood Community
Budget, and to agree the Town Council’s actions and contributions.

10.

Proposed Extinguishment of Parts of Haverhill Public Footpaths
Numbers 3 and 5 – Highways Act 1980 Section 118 (see attached)
To consider the proposed extinguishment of parts of Haverhill public
footpaths numbers 3 and 5, and agree any response.

11.

Burton Centre
To receive a verbal update on the Town Council’s submission to
Suffolk County Council to take on the ownership and management of
the Burton Centre, and to consider further actions.

12.

To agree the Town Council’s meeting dates for 2013/14

13.

To authorise payments.
To authorise the following cheque lists:Date
22/01/13
29/01/13
22/01/13
29/01/13
30/01/13
05/02/13
12/02/13

Cheque Numbers
008467-008486
008487-008495
008496
008497
008498
008499-008522
008523-008537

Value
£9,226.98
£2,843.25
£244.75
£200.00
£3000.00
£19,355.02
£14,215.36

14.

To receive urgent correspondence

15.

Closure

Will Austin
Town Clerk

DATE: 19th February 2013

Town Council Budget and Precept for 2013/2014
Introduction
The draft budget for 2013/14 proposes a 0% increase in the Council Tax for Band D
properties (£107.77, compared with £107.80 in 2012/13). This is achieved by ’standstill’
proposals for most budget allocations. A summary of key changes compared with 2012/13 is
shown below.
The proposed budget is for the first time affected by the provisions of the Local Council Tax
Support (LCTS) scheme. Changes introduced by Government mean that principal authorities
will not be able to include Council Tax Benefit recipients in the number of dwellings used for
calculating the precept. In Haverhill this means that the dwellings figure reduces from 8120
to 6924 based on 2012/13 figures. All else being equal this would amount to a loss in
precept income of £128,933 to the TC. To protect local councils from this, the Government
has introduced a support grant equating to this amount for 2013/14, although the longer
term arrangements are at the moment unclear. SALC/NALC are lobbying to ensure that
there is no adverse impact in future years.
Key Changes Compared With 2012/13
Income
 Minor changes reflecting increased expected sales, offset by loss of income for 2012
events – Jubilee and Torch Relay. Overall reduction in income of £7,300.
Expenditure
 Salary and pension costs increased to allow for increments and an anticipated
national pay award of 1%. New costs also include Flag Festival, History Group grant
and Box Office Commission paid to system supplier. These are offset by reduced
costs of Arts Centre rent, ‘shaved’ costs elsewhere, and a contribution from reserves
to achieve a standstill budget.
Balances
 As in previous years the final transfers to and from balances will not be agreed until
the Council’s March meeting. The figures shown should therefore be treated as
indicative.

Overall impact
A contribution from reserves to achieve a standstill budget is affordable at present but
cannot be sustained. In the coming year the Council will look at efficiency and other savings,
and at the potential for increasing income, to protect services and support to the
community. For comparison, the impact of increases in expenditure in the draft 2013/14
budget are as follows:




1% rise in net expenditure = £1.25 on Band D Council Tax
2% rise in net expenditure = £2.50 on Band D Council Tax
3% rise in net expenditure = £3.75 on Band D Council Tax

Recommendation
That councillors approve the draft budget for 2013/14 as detailed below.

Economy, Skills and Environment
_________________________________________________

Mr W Austin
Town Clerk
Haverhill Town Council
Haverhill Arts Centre
High Street
Haverhill
Suffolk
CB9 8AR

Sharon Berry
Countryside Access
Block 2
Endeavour House
8 Russell Road
Ipswich
IP1 2BX
Enquiries to: Sharon Berry
Tel: 01473 260793
Fax: 01473 216889
Email: Sharon.berry@suffolk.gov.uk
Web: http://www.suffolk.gov.uk
Your Ref:
Our Ref: 325/420/SPB
Date: 7 February 2013

Dear Mr Austin
Proposed Extinguishment of Parts of Haverhill Public Footpaths Nos 3 and 5 –
Highways Act 1980 Section 118
The Council is proposing to extinguish parts of Haverhill Public Footpaths Nos 3 and
5 as shown on the attached map. I also attach a 1:50000 location map.
Footpath No 5 is currently recorded across Chalkstone Way on the line of a subway.
Although the line of the footpath coincides with the subway the footpath existed
before the subway was constructed. It is not possible to follow the exact line of the
footpath at the point where it turns to the west on the north of the road (point B on the
map) as there is a substantial difference in ground levels and the retaining wall and
railings of the subway cross the route. The subway is prone to flooding and is an
unwelcoming environment shielded in part from public view and with potential for
anti-social behaviour.
Until 2011 people could use the subway to join a public footpath which ran from point
C on the map in a northerly direction but this footpath was diverted in September
2011 when Westfield School was built. A zebra crossing has been installed a short
distance to the east of the subway, providing a more attractive crossing point.
The section of Footpath No 3 which we are proposing to extinguish (points C – D) is
recorded along a narrow verge containing two road signs and with no formal link to
the subway.
The Council considers that the footpaths it proposes to extinguish are not needed for
public use because there are alternative footpaths and a zebra crossing close by.
Following closure of the footpaths the subway will be filled in.
Would you please let me have your views on this proposal by 7 March 2013. If you
require any further explanation concerning the proposal or if you require a longer
period to make your response please let me know. Please note that your response
cannot be treated as confidential.
Yours sincerely
Sharon Berry (Ms)
Definitive Map Officer

