
Taking Shelter 
from 

Falling Bombs



Why was this necessary?
Before war was declared the government 
thought about how to protect people from 
possible bombing raids carried out by the 
German Air Force which was known as 
the Luftwaffe. 

Hitler was unable to 
launch an invasion so 
turned to bombing in the 
hope that it would cripple 
the economy and the will 
of the British people. 



The Government  planned to evacuate children (and others) 
from London and other cities. This came into effect on the 1st 
September 1939. Posters encouraged parents to send their 
children to safety.

The Government estimated that 3,500,000 people would be 
evacuated. In fact in the first four days of September 1939, 
1,500,000 people took up the offer to evacuate to safer areas 
away from the major towns. 

Whole schools 
were evacuated. 



Prime Minister Neville Chamberlain put Sir John Anderson in charge 
of Air Raid Precautions in November 1938. 
This was nearly a year before war was declared in September 1939.

Who was in charge of Air Raid Precautions?

Sir John Anderson
Prime Minister Neville Chamberlain

November 1938



He also made plans for air raid shelters which ranged from large 
communal shelters to indoor shelters. 

What did Sir John Anderson do?
He immediately asked an engineer called WILLIAM PATTERSON to design 
a small and cheap shelter that could be erected in people's gardens.

Were these shelters needed?



The German bombing campaign that 
lasted from September 1940 to May 
1941 was known as The Blitz.

The answer is YES!



THEN…..

From June 1944, the Germans attacked again by firing 

V1 rockets on Britain, followed later by also V2 

rockets. 1,000,000 women, children, elderly and 

disabled people were evacuated from London. This 

new way of attacking Britain carried on until the end 

of the war in Europe in May 1945. 

V1 Flying bomb



FLYING BOMBS
V1s were called "Doodlebugs". It was really a bomb with 
wings. It looked like a small aeroplane but had no pilot. 
They sounded like a lorry engine going very fast. 
They simply kept flying until they ran out of fuel, then 
they crashed to the ground and exploded. 
Whenever people heard a doodlebug they looked up 
and watched it to make sure it went past. If the engine 
stopped that was the time to worry! 
Sometimes a doodlebug dropped to earth immediately 
and sometimes it would continue to glide, gradually 
losing height. It must have been very scary!

9251 doodlebugs were launched to attack London. 
That’s more than one hundred V-1s a day. 
Sometimes they ran out of fuel before they 
reached London and they dropped on towns and 
villages in Kent and Sussex.

Can you see the doodlebug dropping 
out of the sky?



A young boy places a 
Union flag into the 
remains of his home, 
which was destroyed 
in an air raid on 
London in 1940.

Look at this photo.



These children lost their 
homes after a bombing raid on 
London. They managed to 
rescue some of their toys. 



Here are some more 
photos of children near 
their bombed homes. 



Surface shelters

It was quickly realized that there might 
be a need to protect people who were 
on the streets or in public spaces, 
perhaps on their way to or from work, 
out shopping or perhaps, children going 
to and from school. 

They began to build roadside communal 
shelters in March 1940. These were not 
underground.

These surface shelters were intended to 
accommodate fifty people.

Do you think these would be very safe?



What other shelters were used? 

What do you think might be 
in the boxes that the school 
children are carrying?



Some shelters 
were just trenches.

Would you have felt 
safe in one of these?

What do you think the 
children are looking at?



In London people felt safest underground 
and preferred to use the underground 
tunnels and platforms.
Stations were fitted with bunks for 22,000 
people, supplied with first aid facilities and 
equipped with chemical toilets. There were 
124 canteens that provided food and drinks. 
An estimated 170,000 people sheltered in the 
tunnels and stations during World War 2.

Underground station © IWM

Underground stations

https://www.rafmuseum.org.uk/images/online_exhibitions/pc11627LG.jpg


The Morrison Shelter
Another type of shelter issued was the Morrison shelter. 
Introduced in 1941, it was  designed by John Baker and 
named after Herbert Morrison, Minister of Home Security. 
This family shelter was free for most people and could be 
erected indoors. It had a steel plate on top, which could be 
used as a table in the day time, and sides of wire mesh 2ft, 
9in high. 
Over half million had been distributed by 1941.

Morrison shelters came in self assembly form and 
the householder bolted it together. 

Each pack had 359 parts and three tools supplied. 



Making up the 
Morrison shelter.



The Morrison 

Shelter was useful 

for lots of things – 

you could even 

play table tennis 

on it!



Did they save lives?

This photo shows a Morrison 

Shelter containing a dummy 

AFTER the house it was in had 

been destroyed as a test.

The Morrison shelter was very 

effective as long as there 

was no fire and the rescue 

teams could remove the 

rubble to reach the shelter 

and rescue the occupants.



The Anderson Shelter was very popular. By September 1940, 2,300,000 
had been distributed. 

The shelters were free to those that earned less than £250 a year with a 
charge of £7 made to those that were on a higher income.

The Anderson Shelter

NEWSPAPER CUTTING: A headline from the Daily 
Express in May 1940 stressing that shelters should be 
assembled.

This was the shelter designed by William Patterson. It was a small, cheaply made shelter 
that people could have in their garden. It was called an Anderson Shelter after Sir John 
Anderson who was in charge of Air Raid Precautions.

The first ‘Anderson’ shelter was erected in 1939. It was built in a garden in 
Islington, London on 25 February, 1939, six months before the war started.



The construction of the shelters was quite 
simple. They were made from six curved 
panels of corrugated steel that were bolted 
together at the top. They had steel plates 
at either end, and measured 1.95m by 
1.35m.

Once they were built, the shelters were 
buried up to 1m into the ground. They 
would be covered with a thick layer of soil 
(45 cm was recommended) and turf was 
often heaped on top to keep them secure.

The Anderson Shelter was incredibly 
strong because they were made of 
corrugated steel.

Construction People were expected to assemble their own shelters. 
Families received their shelter with an instruction guide and materials to put 
the Anderson shelter together.



Councils helped people to install 
their shelters if there were no 
males living in a house or if the 
males were disabled.

They also provided free ballast 
and cement at cost price so that 
concrete bases could be laid.



What was an Anderson Shelter like?

Building Anderson Shelters



•The Anderson shelter was built 
to accommodate up to six people.

•The shelters were quite cramped for taller 
people. Somebody over 6ft would have found 
it difficult to fit inside comfortably.

•It was very cold inside the Anderson shelter. 
To deter people from leaving their shelter to 
go back to their warmer homes at night, the 
Government issued some guidelines on how 
to make them warmer and more comfortable. 

What was it like inside an Anderson shelter?

Climbing into the Anderson Shelter





Inside an Anderson shelter.



Inside some more Anderson shelters.

People tried to make them as 
comfortable as they could.



Were Anderson Shelters effective?
The Anderson Shelter could withstand anything but a direct hit. 
Families usually kept books, non perishable foods and toilet facilities 
in the shelter. 
Although advised against it for health reasons, toilets usually meant a 
bucket in the corner just in case!

• Many families used to try and brighten 
up their shelters. They would often grow 
flowers and vegetables on the roof. One 
person actually wrote: “There is more 
danger of being hit by a vegetable 
marrow falling off the roof, than of being 
hit by a bomb!”

• A lot of Anderson shelters still exist 
today. Many people dug up the shelters 
after the war and used them as garden 
sheds.

Although the Anderson Shelter was a good idea, only about 
¼ of the population could use one as many people did not 
have a garden where they could build a shelter.



https://www.britishpathe.com/video/your-anderson-

shelter-this-winter

https://youtu.be/rHyxP3epU-w

You may want 

to watch this 

Pathe film. It is 

just over 2 mins 

long.

Where do you think people 
would have watched this 
film? People didn’t have 
television in their homes.

Haverhill Family History Group
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