" Taking Shelter

from 7
Falling Bombs/
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thought about how to prote
possible bombing raids carried out by the
German Air Force which was known as
the Luftwaffe.

Hitler was unable to
launch an invasion so
turned to bombing In the
hope that it would cripple
the economy and the will
of the British people.
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Whole schools
were evacuated.
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Prime Minister Neville Chamberlain SirWJohn An'c'ﬁler a

Prime Minister Neville Chamberlain put Sir John Anderson in char
of Air Raid Precautions in November 1938.
This was nearly a year before war was declared in September 1939.




Were these shelters needed?
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From June 1944, the Germans attacked again by firing
- V1 rockets on Britain, followed later by also V2
rockets. 1,000,000 women, children, elderly and
disabled people were evacuated from London. This

. 7 ' new way of attacking Britain carried on until the end/

ll of the war in Europe in May 1945.

| LEAVE THIS TO US |}
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| TO BE OUT OF LONDON ||
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Vis were
wings. It looked like a small aeropla

They sounded like a lorry engine going very fast.
They simply kept flying until they ran out of fuel, then
they crashed to the ground and exploded.

Whenever people heard a doodlebug they looked up
and watched it to make sure it went past. If the engine
stopped that was the time to worry!

Sometimes a doodlebug dropped to earth immediately = F % | T S
and sometimes it would continue to glide, gradually LN 5 [ T “:/
losing height. It must have been very scary! N i NN A Z | e

Can yau see the daoa’lebug drapp/ng
out of the sky?

9251 doodlebugs were launched to attackLorndon.
That's more than one hundred V-1s a day.
Sometimes they ran out of fuel befofre they
reached London and they dropped on towns and
villages in Kent and Sussex.
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on the streets or ir
perhaps on their way to or from work,
out shopping or perhaps, children going
to and from school.

They began to build roadside communal
shelters in March 1940. These were not
underground.

These surface shelters were intended to
accommodate fifty people.
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Do you think these would be very safe?
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the boxes that the school

children are carrying?

What do you think might be
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What do you think the
children are looking at?






https://www.rafmuseum.org.uk/images/online_exhibitions/pc11627LG.jpg
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Another type of shelter issued was the Morrison shelter.
Introduced in 1941, it was designed by John Baker and
named after Herbert Morrison, Minister of Home Security.
This family shelter was free for most people and could be

erected indoors. It had a steel plate on top, which could be
used as a table in the day time, and sides of wire mesh 2ft,
9in high.

Over half million had been distributed by 1941.

CARTOON CAPTION: "By the way, did

ou remember to feed the canary?”
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=8 the householder bolted it together:

bly form and

Each pack had 359 parts and three tools supplied.




Making up the
Morrison shelter.

~
Hlustrations from the booklet ‘Hovr to Put up Your Morrison
Shelter', isuved by the Ministry of Home Security in 1941,




The Morrison
Shelter was useful
for lots of things -
you could even
play table tennis
on it!
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The Anderson Shelter

This was the shelter designed by William Patterson. It was a small, cheaply made shelter
that people could have in their garden. It was called an Anderson Shelter after Sir John
Shelters Anderson who was in charge of Air Raid Precautions.

must be up

by June 11 The first ‘Anderson’ shelter was erected in 1939. It was built in a garden in

Islington, London on 25 February, 1939, six months before the war started.

lF you have an Anderson

» shelter and have not yet

erecied it and covered it with

earth, you MUST do so before

June 11—or give a good reason The Anderson Shelter was very popular. By September 1940, 2,300,0

in _writing® fo your local had been distributed.
authonty.
This order was announced last
Lty hridee s Tire Dalatie: Roer The shelters were free to those that earned less than £250 a ye

eaders ’;-?,{l“’ﬁaé‘fe “% Csubstantial charge of £7 made to those that were on a higher income.

penalties.

If a householder Is unable W
erect the sheiter himself, the local
authority may help him if a good

reason 15 glven. If not, the shelter NEWSPAPER CUTTING: A headline from the Daily

will be taken away and penalties

may be imposed. Express in May 1940 stressing that shelters should be
“Covering the shelter properly™

means covering to a depth of 15ins assembled.
on top dnd 30Ins. on sides and back.




How To Egeer The
NDERsoN ARP

. SHELTER

The construction of the shelters wa

simple. They were made from six curved
panels of corrugated steel that were bolted
together at the top. They had steel plates

at either end, and measured 1.95m by
1.35m.

Once they were built, the shelters were
buried up to 1m into the ground. They
would be covered with a thick layer of soil
(45 cm was recommended) and turf was
often heaped on top to keep them secure.

The Anderson Shelter was incredibly
strong because they were made of
corrugated steel.
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Councils helped people to install
their shelters if there were no
males living in a house or if the
males were disabled.

They also provided free ballast
and cement at cost price so that
concrete bases could be laid.
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Building Anderson'Shelters
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*The Anderson shelter was built ‘ N ,
to accommodate up to six people. Cf AT R E RS

*The shelters were quite cramped for taller
people. Somebody over 6ft would have found
it difficult to fit inside comfortably.

*It was very cold inside the Anderson shelter.
To deter people from leaving their shelter to
go back to their warmer homes at night, the
Government issued some guidelines on how
to make them warmer and more comfortable. Climbing into the Anderson Shelter




STIRRUP PUMP

FOR FIRE FIGHTING
{(ALSO BALING OUT
IN RAINY WEATHER)

SOIL FROM PIT PACKED -
OVER SHEETING TO GIVE AT
MORE PROTECTION AGAINST-f)".’:‘_.. :
|BOMB SPLINTERS ETC,, i

BY GOVERNMENT, - -
*'DOAT-YOURSELF
SUPPORTS!
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FIRST AID AN
GENERAL HOME

FROM HOME STORE

N, [GUITCASE PACKED WITH
7 "\JSPARE CLOTHING AND
“.. 'VALUABLES READY FOR

" QUICK GETAWAY IF...










up their shelters. They wc

flowers and vegetables on the roof. One
person actually wrote: “There is more
danger of being hit by a vegetable
marrow falling off the roof, than of being
hit by a bomb!”

* A lot of Anderson shelters still exist
today. Many people dug up the shelters
after the war and used them as garden
sheds.
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Although the Anderson Shelter was a good idea, only about
7. of the population could use one as many people did not
have a garden where they could build a shelter.
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https://youtu.be/rHyxP3epU-w
https://www.britishpathe.com/video/your-anderson- Where do you think peop!e
shelter-this-winter ' would have watched this

film? Peéople didn't have

television in their homes.
Haverhill Family History Group
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